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ANNUAL REVIEW FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends of SA Chamber of

Commerce Singapore (SAChamSG),

It is my privilege to present the Annual Report of the

South African Chamber of Commerce in Singapore for

2023, a year that set the stage for an impactful 2024.

Over the course of 2024, SAChamSG hosted a

combination of 17 online and in-person events. Each

of these engagements was carefully curated to bring

value to our members, not only by creating platforms

for meaningful dialogue but also to strengthen the

fabric of our business and professional community. 
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 These events have enabled us to grow our network of engagement significantly, enabling members to

connect with new partners, share insights, and explore opportunities that span both into both South

Africa, Singapore and into surrounding countries in the greater Southeast Asian region. The impact of

our gatherings has been clear in the number of conversations and collaborations they sparked, while in

the same breath strengthening the South African Chamber of Commerce in Singapore's reputation as a

trusted bridge between the two regions.

As we reflect on the achievements of SAChamSG in 2024, it is evident that we have been growing not

only in activity but also in, structure, influence and impact. Our commitment remains to deliver fewer

but more valuable events, deepen our partnerships on strategic trade missions while also extending

SAChamSG’s footprint across the broader ASEAN region into Africa and vice versa.

I'm extremely thankful for and proud of our team of business professionals at the SAChamSG who

have volunteered their time to uplift the presence and gravitas of our influence on the international

stage. This has enabled the SAChamSG to oversee and facilitate important conversations within our

direct network and business community. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to our members, partners, and our Board for their unwavering

support and continued engagement to uplift the South African Chamber of Commerce Singapore. 

The South African Chamber of Commerce Singapore looks forward to the next chapter, assisting to

build a stronger bridge between Africa and Southeast Asia, one that will continue to unlock

opportunities for businesses, governments and individuals alike.



Message from our
Platinum Sponsors 

As the founding Platinum Sponsor of the

South African Chamber of Commerce -

Singapore, St. James’s Place has been

pivotal in their contribution towards the

Chamber’s remarkable journey from its

inception just before the challenges of the

COVID-19 pandemic in 2019 to where we

stand today. What began as a dedicated

group of volunteers has grown into a

dynamic organisation with a full-time

Executive Director, over 50 paying

Members and an impressive track record,

including five successful trade missions

between South Africa and Singapore in the

past two years.

This evolution has been exciting to observe

and rewarding to be a part of. From the

start, we believed in the Chamber’s

potential to create meaningful business

connections, and it is gratifying to see those

ambitions translated into impact. The

return on investment for our continued

support has been evident not only in the

opportunities for brand visibility and

engagement with the South African

community in Singapore, but also in

tangible client acquisition and connections

that continue to add value to our business

and the broader network we serve.

As Chamber’s exclusive global wealth

management partner, our purpose extends

beyond business, we strive to support the

communities in which we live and work.

Through the Chamber, we have found a

platform to share valuable insights and

debunk many misconceptions about cross-

border taxation and global financial

planning. This enables us to bridge

professional growth with community

enrichment, and the partnerships formed

have been instrumental in strengthening

our commercial ties across both South

Africa and Singapore.

We look forward to continuing this journey

together, confident that the Chamber’s

growth will open even greater

opportunities for collaboration, visibility,

and impact in the years ahead.
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Tech Subcomittee

Yudesh Soobrayan

Sales Director APAC,

Zuhlke

Steven Yates

CTO, Alumni Services

Jamie Ramsamy

Previously CDO, OSM

Thome

Henri Van Der Westhuizen

Team Lead BA Development,

Anglo American

Dinesh Naidoo

CTO & Senior Technology

Consultant, Renoir Consulting

Simon Bernie

SVP Head of Strategic

Partnerships, Teceze
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Legal & Finance Subcommittee

Manu George

Founder, Blue Sands

Ian Edwards

Managing Director

1.618 International

Ian Jacobsberg

Director, Fluxmans

Yusuf Dockrat

Lead Senior

Counsel, CBRE
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Charmaine Vather

Regional Director,

Pharmaceutical Industry

Women in Business Subcommittee

Ruth Lockwood

Head of Strategic Sales,

Sante Fe Relocation

Carmel Samimi Head

of General Counsel,

Kellanova

Bronwyn Small

Senior Education

Consultant at ED-SG

Sujata Tiwari

Life Mentor & Author

Agri & Commodities Subcommittee

Tasvir Singh

Previous role VP Strategic

Programmes and Incubation 

at De Beers 

ToonLee Ng

Founder of Venture

Sense Pte Ltd

Anesan Naidoo Head

of Sustainability,

Anglo American
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Food & Beverage Subcommittee

Misizwe Mtsahli

CEO & Founder, South

African Wine Cellar

Rivesh Misra

Human Insights

Director, Coca-Cola

Warren Briggs

Business Manager at

Baggies Deli

Annette Heitmann

CoFounder, Message in a

Bottle

David De Coning

Chief Growth Officer,

OneEmpower

Leigh Bennett

Head Sommelier,

Capasso
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Board Members & Partners

Board Members
Mr Adriaan Niemaan
Ms Carmel Samimi
Mr Antonio Scaramuzzino
Mr Michael Booth
Mr Nigel Ritson
Mr Premeshin Naidoo
Ms Careshma Ramroop
Mr Yudesh Soobrayan

Patron of the Chamber
The South African High Commission in Singapore

Platinum, Gold & Green Partners
St James Place
Absa Corporate and Investment Bank
Message in a Bottle
Diplomatic Network Asia
Plataforma Asia
Kellanova
Tyme Group
Acuity Data Solutions
Muddy Murphy Holdings
Fergus Consultancy Group
Carbonado Energy
Shein
Olam
CountOnMe
Anglo American
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Report on 2024 Virtual
Events

Budget & Tax Talk 2024 - What you need to
know as a South African Expat

Navigating Singapore
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Unlocking Opportunities in Trade Digitisation

Bias in AI and the impact on gender parity
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Your Impact on Others: Authentic Self
Leadership to Inspire Teams

Global Perspectives in Education
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In 2024, the Chamber successfully
hosted five After Work Drinks sessions,
held in partnership with the South
Africans in Singapore Group (SAISG).
These evenings provided an informal
yet meaningful platform for members
of SACham, the broader South African
community, and Singaporean
colleagues and friends to come
together.

The aim of the series has been to add
value through casual networking, giving
members and guests the chance to
build relationships in a relaxed setting
outside the boardroom. In Asia, social
networking plays a vital role in doing
business, as trust and opportunity often
grow from personal connections first.
By fostering these touchpoints, the
Chamber is helping to strengthen
community bonds, support
collaboration, and create a welcoming
space for South Africans and
Singaporeans alike to connect.

After Work Drinks Series

2023/2024
ANNUAL REPORT

Report on 2024 in-person
Events

39



In the second quarter of 2024, the SA
Chamber of Commerce Singapore proudly
organised and led a series of events for a
trade mission to Singapore, featuring a
delegation of women-owned businesses
from South Africa and across the
continent.

What made this mission particularly
meaningful was its focus on empowering
women entrepreneurs, while also
recognising the importance of inclusive
partnership, with both women and men
actively championing gender equality in
trade and enterprise. This initiative
reflected the Chamber’s ongoing
commitment to fostering diversity,
inclusion, and equitable access to
opportunity within the international
business landscape.

Highlights included:
Welcome Dinner at the High
Commission Residence – An intimate
evening that set the tone for the
mission, bringing together delegates
and Singaporean partners in a warm,
collaborative setting.

Diversity in Action: Women Driving Change Trade
Mission
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Diversity in Action: Women Driving Change
Trade Mission

Full-Day Business Forum – A dynamic
programme of panels, keynote
speakers, and interactive discussions
that explored opportunities for
women-led businesses across sectors,
from technology and finance to
renewable energy, agri-commodities,
real estate, and tourism.
Site Visit to Huawei’s Innovation Center
– Hosted by Llewellan Vance and
Jasmine Goh, this visit offered delegates
a first-hand look at cutting-edge digital
transformation solutions and the role
of innovation in driving inclusive
growth.
B2B Matchmaking Session – Designed
to create tangible outcomes, this
session paired South African delegates
with Singaporean counterparts,
sparking new business conversations
and potential collaborations.

The mission showcased the talent,
resilience, and vision of South Africa’s
women leaders while strengthening
commercial and cultural ties between
South Africa and Singapore.
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Immediately following the Q2 2024
trade mission to Singapore, the
Chamber’s Executive Director returned
to South Africa to host an inbound
delegation from Singapore, comprising
businesses in the food and beverage,
energy, and retail sectors.

Our established presence in South
Africa has played a critical role in
enabling us to facilitate strategic
partnerships and provide on-the-
ground support for Singaporean
companies exploring opportunities in
South Africa as both a market and a
gateway to the broader African
continent.

As part of this initiative, we hosted a
dedicated event that provided the
delegation with a platform to present
their products and capabilities to key
stakeholders, and to engage in
meaningful networking and
partnership discussions.

A Taste of Singapore in South Africa
Networking Event Trade Mission
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We hosted a knowledge-sharing
session with members from Fergus
Consultancy Group and the Holland
International School, moderated by
Michael Booth. The discussion covered
doing business and immigration
pathways in Singapore, as well as
international education, admissions,
and support for expat families. 

We hosted an interactive session on the UK
Purpose-Built Student Accommodation
(PBSA) market, featuring Jason Lamb from IP
Investment Management (IPIM), one of our
founding board members. Jason shared
insights on the resilience of the PBSA sector,
its key growth drivers, and its role in
institutional portfolios. The evening included
an interview, Q&A, and networking over
South African wine and canapés.

Insight Session on Investing in UK Student
Housing

Navigating New Beginnings: Immigration and
Education in Singapore
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In June 2024, the Chamber was proud to
co-host a community networking event at
1880 in Singapore, made possible through
the support of Roubler. The evening
brought together members of the South
African and Singaporean business
communities and was further distinguished
by the presence of Her Excellency Ms.
Charlotte Lobe. The event created a
platform for meaningful conversations,
new connections, and the strengthening of
relationships within our growing network.
We extend our thanks to 1880 for once
again providing an exceptional venue for
our members.

These engagements in June reflect not
only the Chamber’s active presence in
Singapore but also the steady growth of
our community on both sides of the Indian
Ocean. Through events, networking
opportunities, and strategic leadership, the
Chamber continues to position itself as a
trusted platform for building connections,
driving business development, and
strengthening ties between South Africa
and Southeast Asia.

Drinks Networking Event with Roubler
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We hosted an event in Singapore on the

intersection of technology, data, and

sustainability, exploring how businesses can

future-proof operations and drive

sustainable growth. The program featured a

keynote, case studies, a panel discussion,

and an interactive roadmap session, with

speakers sharing practical solutions for

adopting tech-driven sustainability

practices. The morning concluded with

networking and knowledge exchange.

On 3 September, we partnered with
Connect Africa to host an event at the Park
Royal Hotel in Singapore, sponsored by Absa
CIB. Speakers from Absa CIB, Plataforma
Asia, and the Indian Ocean Group shared
insights on agri and commodities finance,
investment opportunities, and trade
development in Africa. The session
concluded with networking over food and
refreshments.

Agri-Commodity Finance: Unlocking Potential
with Absa Bank

The Role of Tech and Data in a Sustainable
Future

2023/2024
ANNUAL REPORT

Report on 2024 in-person
Events

45



We concluded South Africa Focus

Week with The Taste of South Africa,

hosted at the High Commissioner’s

Residence in Bukit Timah. Guests

enjoyed South African food, wine, and

entertainment in a celebration of

culture and community.

We hosted our first in-person event in
Johannesburg, with His Excellency Mr Zainal
Arif Mantaha, High Commissioner for
Singapore to South Africa, as guest of honour.
The program featured a panel discussion
with leaders from Absa, 80eight, and
Fluxmans Attorneys, exploring how
technology, fintech, and AI are reshaping
global business. The evening concluded with
networking over dinner.

Unlocking AI’s Potential in Traditional
Business Processes

Taste of South Africa Braai
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Board Directors Elections

Adriaan Niemann
President

Carmel Samimi
Vice President

Antonio

Scaramuzzi
Treasurer

Michael Booth
Secretariat

Nigel Ritson
Board Director

Premeshin Naidoo
Board Director

Careshma Ramroop
Board Director

Yudesh Soobrayan
Board Director

Keridyn Heatlie
Executive Director

The new Board Members and Office Bearers will be elected at the
upcoming Annual General Meeting on the 20th of November 2025
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Board Elections

Please note the following Sections of the Chamber Constitution
applicable to AGMs, elections and voting: 

Rule 4 (Rules 4.2, 4.4, 4.7, 4.10) 
Rule 6 (Rule 6.3) 
Rule 8 (Rules 8.2, 8.5, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8) 
Rule 9 (Rules 9.1, 9.2) 
Rule 10 (Rules 10.1, 10.2, 10.3, 10.4, 10.5, 10.6, 10.7). 

The members of the Chamber are advised to ensure that they
have studied the appropriate rules of the Constitution, and are
prepared to nominate, second and vote in the Board elections. At
the 2025 AGM, the members will have to elect representatives
for the following posts: 

President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer
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